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Ocelot Fact Sheet

DESCRIPTION

Ocelots are medium-sized cats with spotted coats. An endangered species, these shy and elusive animals are often solitary and territorial. The ocelots at ZooAmerica, Nib and Bean, are 2-year-old brothers.

HABITAT AND RANGE

Ocelots can be found in South America, Central America, Mexico and southern Texas. They might be seen in mountainous regions, dense thorn scrubs, tropical forests and among cacao trees. The ocelots at ZooAmerica are located in The Great Southwest region. 

DIET

Ocelots are nocturnal and have excellent night vision. In the wild, they hunt small mammals, rodents, birds, snakes, lizards, fish and land crabs. At ZooAmerica, these carnivores enjoy a diet of chicken, fish, mice and rats. 


SPECIES SURVIVAL PLAN

Nearly extinct in the United States, ocelots are part of the Species Survival Plan (SSP), a program that helps ensure the survival of threatened and endangered species at zoos and aquariums. Other SSP animals at ZooAmerica include black-footed ferrets and thick-billed parrots. 

INTERESTING FACTS 
· Ocelots are the only remaining spotted cat typically found in the United States.

· They average 50 inches in length, from the tip of the tail to the tip of the nose.

· They weigh between 24 to 35 pounds.

· Unlike many cats, ocelots do not avoid water and can swim well. 

· In Aztec mythology, it was thought that an ocelot’s roar helped the sun rise.

· It’s estimated that there are fewer than 50 ocelots left in the state of Texas.

· The main threats to ocelots are hunters (their fur is highly prized), motor vehicles and habitat loss. 

