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Henry Picard’s Connection to Hershey

In 1933, three decades after he started his namesake chocolate company, Milton S. Hershey offered a $1,500 purse for a tournament to be played on his golf course in the Pennsylvania countryside. The following year, 28-year-old Henry Picard, representing Charleston Country Club, shot a 67 on the par-73 course in the second Hershey Professional Invitational Golf Tournament, setting a new course record. 

That marked the beginning of a beautiful relationship between the town of Hershey and Picard, one that would generate such attention that some considered Hershey to be the “Golf Capital of America” in the late 1930s. 

Thanks to his record-setting performance, Picard was hired as the golf professional at Hershey Country Club in 1934, a role he would fill for seven years. 

He drew both fame and fans to Hershey, thanks to an outstanding career as both a player and a teacher. Nicknamed the “Hershey Hurricane,” Picard boasted on-course skills that led to 26 wins on the PGA Tour, including the 1938 Masters and the 1939 PGA Championship at Pomonok Country Club in Flushing, New York. 

His name is inexorably linked — both personally and professionally — to some of the game’s greatest players, including Ben Hogan, Sam Snead and Byron Nelson, whom he out-dueled in a playoff to win the 1939 PGA Championship.
Other individual titles included back-to-back Hershey Open tournaments in 1936 and 1937, the latter featuring a new course record of 65. He also participated on victorious U.S. Ryder Cup teams in 1935 and 1937. Notably, 20 of his 26 victories came between 1935 and 1939, including six wins in 1939 alone, when he led the PGA Tour in earnings. 

Renowned internationally, Picard served as the head golf professional at Hershey Country Club and the three other golf courses that existed in town at that time – Hershey Park Golf Club, Hotel Hershey Course, and the Juvenile Golf Club (today known as Spring Creek Golf Course, it was the only course at that time specifically catering to young players under the age of 18). At the four golf courses, which were comprised of 54 holes, Picard gave golf lessons to youth and adult amateur golfers between tournament play.  

Because of his success and accomplishments, Picard was one of the most popular teachers of the time. His skill at hitting a 2 iron led to him being proclaimed the master of the long iron at that time. He also switched from an overlapping to an interlocking grip, which added 10 yards to his long iron. By interlocking, Picard believed that he could uncock his wrists with “more of a snap at impact.” This grip was what he taught all his pupils. 

In 1941, Picard hand-selected Ben Hogan as his successor as the golf professional at Hershey Country Club. 

Picard retired in 1973. He died at the age of 90 on April 30, 1997 in Charleston, South Carolina. In 2006, he posthumously joined Hogan in the World Golf Hall of Fame.

