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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Ben Hogan’s Connection to Hershey

Legendary golf hero Ben Hogan served as the golf professional at Hershey Country Club for a 10-year period, from 1941 to 1951.

During a PGA Tour career that spanned five decades and 63 tour victories, Hogan won nine major championships – four U.S. Open titles, two PGA Championships, two Masters and one British Open. In tournaments he played from 1932 to 1970, Hogan recorded a staggering 242 top-10 finishes. Of his 63 tournament wins, 52 occurred during his tenure as Hershey’s golf professional. Hogan’s best year on the PGA Tour was 1946, when he won 13 events. 

Hogan started his golf career as a caddie at age 11 in Fort Worth, Texas. By the time Hogan began his tenure as Hershey’s golf professional, he already had a successful track record at Hershey Country Club.

In 1938, Hogan teamed with Vic Ghezzi to win the Hershey Round Robin Four-Ball Invitation Tournament, his first professional triumph. The next year, he recorded a second-place finish at the Hershey Open, which preceded his first individual title at the 1940 North & South Open. In 1941, Hogan returned to Hershey to win the final Hershey Open.

In the spring of that year, Henry Picard resigned as the golf professional at Hershey Country Club. Upon his resignation, Picard recommended Hogan as his successor. Hogan accepted the job and became the head professional of Hershey’s then 54 holes of golf for the next 10 years.  

On February 2, 1949, he suffered a crushed pelvis, fractured left leg, crushed shoulder and broken ankle when his car collided head-on with a bus in Van Horn, Texas, about 150 miles east of El Paso. He spent the next two months in the hospital, and many assumed he would never play golf again.

Remarkably, just 16 months after the near-fatal accident, Hogan, then 37, shot a 69 in a Monday playoff to win the 1950 U.S. Open at the Merion Golf Club in Ardmore, Pennsylvania. Hogan went on to win five more majors after that, despite the fact that he never played more than seven tournaments a year due to the stress on his legs.

Hogan founded the Ben Hogan Company golf equipment-manufacturing firm in 1953 and was the principal owner until 1960, when it was sold to AMF. Hogan was notorious for throwing out entire production lines when they didn’t meet his standards. A Hogan club had to be tested and proved worthy in the sternest conditions — in the hands of Hogan himself.

Hogan died at the age of 84 on July 25, 1997 at his home in Fort Worth.
